
Generalized Survive: single output syntax without attraction 

 

The presentation pursues two goals. First, it motivates a particular implementation of push up 

chains in syntax (The Survive Principle; Stroik 1999, 2009). Concretely, it is suggested to 

interpret the Survive principle as the syntactic instance of a more general push-up mechanism 

that is responsible for triggering movement induced by type incompatibility on the semantic 

side. Second, I identify a particular set of properties that the Survive analysis predicts for 

configurations involving multiple covert movements. These diagnostics, which help to 

discriminate between survive and Attract based models of dislocation, are argued to be 

manifest in scope restrictions on double object constructions and inverse linking.  The critical 

factor setting apart the two models consists in the observation that only the Survive principle 

is able to express ordering restrictions between different types of movements (Case driven 

movement vs. QR) in a natural way. The resulting analysis also supports the phonological 

theory of QR. 

 


