
Thesis topics

Sprachwissenschaft des Deutschen: Psycholinguistik

The research focus of the group is on real-time context effects in language comprehension across
the lifespan (in kindergarten children, young, and older adults). We examine visual context effects
as well as linguistic context effects. We are interested in how rapidly comprehenders can exploit
different contextual cues (e.g., using eye tracking or event-related brain potentials) but also in
protracted context effects (e.g., as revealed in post-experiment comprehension and memory test
scores).

Below are the areas in which I supervise theses. The individual areas provide merely a characteri-
zation of the topic and will require further specification.

1. Context effects in relation to language register

2. The Coordinated Interplay Account: Modeling linguistic representations word-by-word to
generate hypotheses about context effects in language processing

3. World-language relations (e.g,. verb-action congruence vs. thematic role relations congruence;
associative vs. referential relationships) in language comprehension

4. Second language: To which extent does context facilitate processing and learning?

5. Comparing different contextual cues (e.g., emotional facial expressions, gaze, actions, color,
size, gestures) in their effects on language processing

6. Language comprehension across the lifetime: Context effects in kindergarten children, older
vs. younger adults

7. The role of the linguistic context (e.g,. parallelism, lifetime effect)

8. Comprehension mechanisms in relation to genre and situations (e.g., poetry vs. prose texts)

Please feel free to consult the following publications to obtain some insight into the sort of research
that we are conducting in the group. Please see here for lab information and lab procedure informa-
tion: https://www.linguistik.hu-berlin.de/de/institut/professuren/psycholinguistik/psyling/laboratory
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