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Henry Bäck / Hubert Heinelt / Annick Magnier (Eds.) 

The European Mayor 
Political Leaders in the Changing  Context of Local Democracy 
 
2006. 392 pp. With 41 Fig. and 99 Tab. Softc. EUR 34,90 - ISBN 978-3-531-14574-7 vol. 10 
 
With this book we aim at describing and analysing the selection, daily life, networks and values of local 
top political leaders in seventeen European countries. The empirical nourishment to the investigation 
into town halls across Europe is a survey conducted in 2003 with mayors and corresponding top local 
political leaders. The data covering responses from 2700 leaders is a unique and rich material allowing 
descriptions and analyses pursuing a number of lines of inquiry. 
 

 
 

 

Stefan Szücs / Lars Strömberg (Eds.) 

Local Elites, Political Capital and Democratic Development 
Governing Leaders in Seven European Countries 
 
2006. 386 pp. With 124 Fig. and 26 Tab. Softc. EUR 39,90 - ISBN 978-3-531-15059-8 vol. 9 
 
This book helps to understand in which ways local governing elites are important for the success or failure 
of national democratic development. The collected data covers time series of surveys from between 15 to 
30 political and administrative leaders in over a hundred middle-sized European and Eurasian cities. The 
study takes us across the 1980s and 1990s, going from cities in Sweden and the Netherlands - through 
the Baltic cities - to the cities of Belarus and Russia. The findings show the importance of local political 
capital based on commitments to core democratic values, informal governance networks, and the 
significance of initially connecting the community to global, non-economic relationships. 
 

  

 

Vincent Hoffmann-Martinot / Hellmut Wollmann (Eds.) 

State and Local Government Reforms in France and Germany 
Divergence and Convergence 
 
2006. 250 pp. Softc. Approx. EUR 34,90 - ISBN 978-3-531-14596-9 vol. 7 
 
The edited book aims at comparatively  analysing the development and current situation of 
state and local government reforms in France and Germany. Authored by leading experts in the 
respective field the articles  address  State and administrative traditions, intergovernmental 
relations, decentralisation,  administrative modernisation,  public finances, public sector 
personnel, local democracy, local (mayoral) leadership and decentral/local social policy.  
 

  

 

Vincent Hoffmann-Martinot / Jefferey Sellers (Eds.) 

Metropolitanization and Political Change 
 
2005. 443 pp. With 88 Fig. and 131 Tab. Softc. EUR 39,90 - ISBN 978-3-531-14532-7 vol. 6 
 
Around the world, metropolitan areas are emerging as the predominant form of human settlement. 
Processes like suburbanization. geopolitical fragmentation and metropolitan segregation, once thought 
to be confined to exceptions like the United States, have become facts of political and social life 
throughout advanced industrial countries. These global transformations are also contributing to major 
shifts in political orientations, electoral participation and governance.  This book presents the first 
systematic comparative analysis of these social, spatial and political shifts. Employing a common 
analytical and methodological framework, the fifteen contributors examine variants of these changes 
underway in throughout North America, Eastern and Western Europe, and beyond. 
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Henry Bäck / Gunnar Gjelstrup / Marit Helgesen / Folke Johansson / Jan Erling Klausen 

Urban Political Decentralisation 
Six Scandinavian Cities 
 
2005. 179 pp. Softc. EUR 36,90 - ISBN 978-3-8100-4068-8 vol. 5 
 
Intra-municipal decentralisation in Scandinavian cities is unique with regard to the volume of services 
devolved to urban districts. The book investigates the democratic and efficiency effects of 
decentralisation reforms in six major Scandinavian cities. Special attention is given to consequences of 
different institutional arrangements as well as to providing an understanding of reform processes. Data 
for the descriptions and analyses are provided by a number of sources: Surveys with district politicians 
and samples of citizens, published evaluation reports and interview data from three case studies 
especially done for this study. Institutional arrangements differ between Copenhagen with relatively 
autonomous districts and Swedish and Norwegian cities whose districts are more closely integrated 
with the centre. These differences do matter, both with regard to reform effects and the trajectories of 
reform processes. Institutionalisation, adaptation and power seeking behaviour of political parties are 
important factors for understanding the reform processes. 
 

 

 

Norbert Kersting / Angelika Vetter (Eds.) 

Reforming Local Government in Europe 
Closing the Gap between Democracy and Efficiency vol. 4 
 
2003. 349 pp. With 7 Fig. and 32 Tab. Softc. EUR 35,90 - ISBN 978-3-8100-3958-3 
 
Nearly all Western and Central European local government systems have been reformed since the 
1990's. Taking into account variations in historical and national context, the book looks for different 
ways of local government reform, their emphases and their divergent trajectories. 
 

 
 Dhirendra K. Vajpeyi (Hrsg.) 

Local Democracy and Politics in South Asia 
Towards internal decolonization? 
 
2003. 158 pp. Softc. With 1 Fig.. and 9 Tab. EUR 24,90 - ISBN 978-3-8100-3944-6 vol. 3 
 
out of print 

 

 

Harald Baldersheim / Michal Illner / Hellmut Wollmann (Eds.) 

Local Democracy in Post-Communist Europe 
 
2003. 338 pp. With 3 Fig.  and 43 Tab. Softc. EUR 35,00 - ISBN 978-3-8100-3192-1 vol. 2 
 
Local government reform in post-communist Europe - Making local democracy work: What were the 
challenges? - Values of local democracy as seen by mayors in East-Central Europe - Representational 
roles in local politics - Community challenges in post-communist towns - Optimal size for local 
democracy - The international contacts of municipalities - Trends in local government in the Visegrad 
countries -  Local government development in the Baltic countries - Institution building of local 
government in Russia - Local reforms in Croatia and Slovenia - Decentralization: Lessons for reformers 

 
 Janice Caulfield / Helge O. Larsen (Eds.) 

Local Government at the Millennium 
 
2002. 212 pp. Softc. EUR 22,00 - ISBN 978-3-8100-3191-4 vol. 1 
 
out of print 
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